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LETTBES OF EEV. EICHAED LOCKE AND EEV. 
GEOEGE CEAIG, MISSIONAEIES IN PENNSYLVANIA 
OF THE "SOCIETY FOE PEOPAGATING THE GOSPEL 
IN FOEEIGN PAETS," LONDON, 1746-1752. 

BY BENJAMIN P. OWEN. 

[The Eev. Eichard Locke, who succeeded the Eev. William Lindsay 
as missionary of the " S. P. G." in Pennsylvania, resided most of the time 
at Lancaster. In a letter to the secretary of the society he describes 
some of bis experiences prior to and after his arrival in the province. 
"I was sent," he writes, "by my L d B p of London to Barmudas under a 
notion of £100. a year. — when I came there it was but £50. & perquisites & 
all about £60. their currency w " is about £40 stg. — they have neither 
Bread nor Water only Eain Water & we gave 5d p r p d for coarse Sea 
bisquits & every other thing in Proportion. I staid there 8 months and 
scarce got enough to pay my Passage. By advice of y e Governor, I took 
my passage to Charle's Town in South Carolina — have a Letter of En- 
couragement from the Secretary there, a former acquaintance, with a Letter 
of Eecommendation from y e Governor to the Governor of that Province, 
but the Captain a villain carryed me to Philadelphia — the French Wars 
breaking out, and my wife being a weak woman, would not be pursuaded 
to go home— she was born in London, her mother was a Clavering, first 
cousin to Eobert L d B p of Peterburough, and had it not been for this 
most charitable assistance of the Society, we must have been expos'd to 
great Difficulties, the Jesuits, New Lights, Quakers, Moravians, Cove>- 
nanters, Dutch and Irish prevail for much here, that an English Clergy- 
man meets with very little Protection & much less Charity. I preached 
in the Court House in Lancaster every other Sunday for 3 years & have 
not received £20. & have had neither surplis or Common Prayer Book, 
but what I carry in my pocket." 

In a postscript he states, "I hope it will not be an unacceptable curi- 
osity to you to have an account of the Eclipse of the Moon, that was 
here the 13th day of February last. I was very exact in the Observa- 
tion; it began just in the same manner at 10 h. p.m. as it ended at 2 
the next morning, that as near as was possible for Observation to be 
made ; the Opposition or full moon was within a minute of 12 a clock, 
and by the Tables made for y e meridian of London, I find the Opposition 
or full moon was Feb 14, 26 m a . . . 4 by 34 m in Time = 8 a 30 - m for 
that reckoning is 5 hours = 75* that in a strait line Lancaster from 
London by this eclipse is 2552 miles distant." 
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The Kev. George Craig, the successor of Mr. Locke, arrived at Phila- 
delphia May 17, 1751, and before taking up his residence at Lancaster, 
visited the congregation at Trenton, New Jersey, which he found in 
charge of a "Frenchman from Canada," and preached there June 2d.] 

May it please the Society : 

I return my humble thanks for the favour you have done 
me in appointing me one of your Missionary's, whose Letters 
I received the 21 of July 1746, and as you have been pleased 
to appoint me Itinerary Missionary of Pensilvania and ye 
Jerseys I obey the Order of the Society in reading ye Letter, 
that was sent to me at Trent Town, tho it was 100 miles 
distant from the place where I lived. I read the Service of 
the Church of England and preached there the 23 of July, 
where there had been no Service for 2 years before, nor any 
Church "Wardens, for they have no Church there, in any 
part of that Mission, since Bristol is taken away, I was in- 
formed that a thirds of that Town were Dissenters, they 
have a Presbyterian Teacher bred in New England, as well 
as Teachers of all other Dissenters, who have all the Same 
Power to Marry by ye Governor's License that any regular 
Clergyman hath for they are directed in General to any 
Protestant Teacher, tho they have opportunitys of Assist- 
ance as they have Clergy very near them ; the expenses are 
so extravagant to a stranger and no offer of assistance, that 
I am not able at present to settle there, but as the Mission 
is in general for Pensilvania and the Jerseys, I hope I shall 
not be thought to disobey y e Order of the Society, by re- 
siding for some time at Lancaster who have not a Clergy- 
man within 60 or 70 miles of them, before I hear the further 
pleasure of the Society. 

As for the Notitia Parochialis, I shall give the best 
account I can of the Place where I have resided, for more 
than two years, it was a new County in Pensilvania called 
Lancaster, the County Town goes by the same name, of 
about 15 years standing & 65 miles to y e "West from Phila- 
delphia ; the Inhabitants are mostly Dutch, reckoned about 
a thirds, & about 300 houses, which increase to near 20 
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every year, here are about 30 familys English & Irish, mostly 
poor, their Subscriptions will amount to £5. a year they 
have no Church here of any Denomination. I have con- 
stantly read Prayers and preached once a fortnight in the 
Court house they have begun a Church, but by mismanage- 
ment y 9 leading men being too much inclined to the new- 
Lights, that they have run the Parish in Debt, for we have 
21 Justices in this Country who are either Presbyterians, 
New Lights or Moravians & but 2 or 3 who profess the Re- 
ligion of the Church of England the Dutch have two 
Churches here, a Lutheran and Calvinist besides private 
Conventicles of Menists and Moravians; here is a Popish 
Chappel commonly supplyed once a month by a Jesuite, & 
a great many Papists about the country. I have had nine 
Communicants at one time, and have baptised abundance 
brought from y e Country, several whole Eamilies, 8 negros 
in one Family ; but we have no Register. From the Oppo- 
sition, about 20 miles to the N. E. of this Town I have sup- 
plyed once a fortnight, a Congregation of mostly Welsh 
very regular, & I believe near 100, I have commonly 20 
Communicants 3 times a year, but we have neither Church 
Bible nor Common Prayer Book, and for the number of 
baptized we have no Register tho I have several times 
mentioned it, but I believe near 100, there are 50 Acres of 
Land purchased for the repairing of y e Church w ob is built 
of square Logs, and I am informed 100 more hath been left 
for a Clergyman, their Subscriptions will amount to between 
£20. & 15. a year, there is another larger Congregation 
mostly of Irish about 8 miles to the South of the Welsh 
church or Bangor, & about 20 miles E from Lancaster 
called Pickquay & I am told by some of y 9 heads of the 
Parish that there Subscriptions might arise to about £20 a 
year, this place may very well be supplyed by the Parson 
who supplys the Welsh; but Mr. Backhouse supplys it at 
present tho forty miles distant from them, some times on 
Week Days. 

I had not been long in Lancaster, before there came a 
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Person from Contwager, about 50 miles to the westward 
from Lancaster telling me how much they stood in want of 
a Clergyman, and that they were about 100 miles distant 
from any, they had made a purchase of 180 Acres of Land 
for the maintainance of a Clergyman, after some time I con- 
sented to go with him, and at the first Sermon, they 
reckoned about 150, but there were general Dissenters, 
they count about 100 for some miles round that belong to 
the Church of England, we choose Church "Wardens & 
settled a vestry, they immediately fell to work to raise a 
Log house Church & the third time, I administered the 
Sacrament to 13, having baptized 3 Infants & Adults the 
first time and several since, they have neither Church Bible 
or Common Prayer Book & I believe very poor, for they 
could not raise 20s to bear my expenses for mony is very 
scarce in those Parts, 10 years ago there was not a white- 
man in all those parts, but all Indians, w oh are all gone back, 
& tis surprizing to them how the white People have since 
increased, that there is little or no Land now to be taken 
up at the first Purchase, there is a publick Popish Chappel 
supplied by the same Jesuite as supplys Lancaster with 
abundance of Papists, but as the whole Country is one con- 
tinued wood, tis impossible to find out the numbers of y m 
I went to a place from thence about 25 or 30 miles to the 
N.E. where are several Church of England People, but 
the Country is so overrun with Presbyterians, New Lights 
and Covenanters, that they are very much fallen off 
from their Principles. I have preached twice there to 
about 30 or 40 People, and baptized a father and six chil- 
dren besides several others, from thence I went to a place 
called Paxton about 9 miles further to the E. upon the 
Biver Susquehana, where I preached to about 40, but I was 
told there were about 30 familys of y e Church of England, 
but for want of proper assistance they were much fallen 
away. I have been at two places besides just over y e great 
River Susquihana about 14 miles from Lancaster, where we 
had about 70 or 80 in each place & I baptized 14 in one 
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place, and 11 in the other, & they are talking of building a 
Church but they have neither a Church Bible or Common 
Prayer Book & but young beginners, consequently very 
poor, here are several places besides where I have been in- 
vited to, about 20 or 30 miles distant to y e northward and 
some 100 miles for tis a very large Country & not a Clergy- 
man within 50 miles of the nearest part & some 150 miles 
distant, tis a great Pity but that there was an order made to 
provide for a Clergyman in every County, as it is in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, the Country is sufficiently able to bear 
it, but the Clergy of the Church of England seem to be the 
only People persecuted here, unless it be those who are 
supported by the Society, for the first settlers here were 
those who opposed paying of Tithes & the new comers now 
are mostly Dutch, Irish Papists or Presbyterians, that a 
Clergyman hath but a poor chance amongst them. 

I shall endeavour to get down the Notitis Parochialis as 
near as I can, for so large a compass & for the time that I 
have been here, for the future I shall endeavour to give the 
account according to the directions of the Society. 

N° of Inh ts , tis impossible to guess for so large a Compass. 

N° of Baptiz'd, upwards of 800 in two years time, this 
half year 20. 

N° of Adults, upwards of 20 this half year 6. 

N° of Com ts , in the several places between 40 & 50. 

N of Pros" 3 between 4 & 500 in the several places. 

N" of Dis rs Innumerable of all sorts & abundance of 
Papists. 

N" of Heathens & Infidels, but few, but I am afraid too 
many Free thinkers. 

1ST" of Con ts I believe about 20 that seem to be better 
settled in the Principles of Religion. 

I am, may it please the Society, your most humble most 

obedient & Dutifull 

Servant 

Rich 1 * Locke. 

Lancaster in Pensilvania 
Oct. 16, 1746. 
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Lancaster April 11, 1747. 
May it please the Society 

I sent the last October a large account of my proceedings 
and where I was and am still resident. As the Mission is 
for Pensilvania and the Jerseys, and have received no Order 
to the contrary, and as I mentioned than here is the greatest 
want of a Clergyman of any in the whole Province ; it is a 
very large County tho very poor at present, and I must 
own I have met w th very severe and hard usage ; I hope I 
shall not give offense by representing the true state of the 
Mission, as I found it here, since I have not the least design 
to reflect upon any one, but only to mention the matters of 
fact, the chief tho the poor support that I have had here 
was by marriages ; I have had a great many Christnings, 
but I never took any thing for them, because I would en- 
courage that Sacrament as much as possible ; and yet not- 
withstanding here is but little, they have endeavoured to cut 
me off from that Benefit ; for after I had been arrested in 
a false action by the Governor's Clerk, I had a very threats 
ning Letter sent me by the Commissary Mr. Jenny, who is 
an Irishman, and hath a very mean opinion of the Eng- 
lish Clergy: that the Governor woiild persecute me for 
marrying without his License ; w oh was a false accusation ; 
there is a small perquisite that belongs to those, who fill up 
the licenses; I desired the Governor that he would be 
pleased to grant me the favour of doing it ; he told me that 
he would trust no Clergyman, where he had a Clerk, for he 
had found them all deceitfull, his Clerk here hath above 
£600 a year coming in, and had the Probate of Wills worth 
about £60 or 70 a year conferred on him the other day ; w ch 
in all Christian Countrys was ever a perquisite of the 
Church ; and as he hath the sole disposal of Licenses, I can 
scarce get one in ten of some few who will only be marryed 
by a Clergyman of the Church of England, for he gives to 
Jesuites, Moravians, New Lights etc. & especially Dutch 
Calvinists not naturalliz'd and can scarce speak English who 
marry abundance of Irish New Lights, & here are 21 Jus- 
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tices in this County, that marry more than any. I doe not 
writ this as a private Complaint, for blessed be God, by the 
grations favour of y e Society I have a good support, & am 
not compell'd to remain in this Place, but as it is a great 
hinderance to the Propagation of the Religion of y e Church 
of England & for any Clergyman that may come after me ; 
they have no regard to the Charter of King Charles 2 d 
where it is provided that a Clergyman Licenc'd by the B p of 
London & 20 Subscribers shall enjoy the Priviledge of a 
Clergyman, they say that all Religions are free in this Prov- 
ince & by Pen's Charter the B p of London hath no Power 
here ; and hinders the most Christian & Charitable Design 
of the Society to keep up Decency & Order in the true Wor- 
ship of God here is a large Field and a great deal of good 
may be done by a Sober prudent Clergyman, here was a 
Church begun above 2 years agoe, but the Clerk would not 
suffer any Clergyman to be present at the laying the Foun- 
dation and is still unfinished, it is about half an Acre of 
Ground given for that use; here was near £100 subscribed 
& large Collections made since but no one knows what is 
become of the money. We cannot right ourselves, for we 
have not the least Protection of Law to favour us. There 
is not one act made by the Assembly to favour the support 
or Propogation of the Christian Religion by much the greater 
part of y e Assembly men being Quakers. Their Speaker & 
Supreme Judge of y e Province is an House Carpenter & 
Quaker. 

If I have done amiss by representing these . things in y r 
true light, I hope I shall be pardoned, for I think it my duty 
to endeavour as much as possible the Propogation of the 
Religion of the Church of England, w oh I think the most 
perfect Religion upon Earth ; or if I am any way irregular 
in residing still in Lancaster the Center of a large Mission, 
I hope I shall have notice of it and I shall readily obey 
Orders. 

According to the Order of the Society, I shall endeavour 
to give y e best account of the Mission that I can, for this 
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half year, it hath been the most severe winter for cold that 
was known in this Province ; that there hath been very little 
or no travelling, tho I went one round in the fall of 130 
miles and gave the Sacrament to 12 People & baptiz'd several 
a commonly once a fortnight to the Welsh Church 80 miles 
from Lancaster. 

Notitis Parochialis. 



Number of Inhabi- 
tants 

W of y e Baptiz'd 
W of Adult persons 
baptz'd ye half year 
IS" of actual Com- 
municants 

W of those who pro- 
fess y m selves of y e 
C of E. 

N° of Dissenters of 
all sorts parts; Pa- 
pists 



tis impossible to guess here are 
many thousands in this Country 
but they are mostly Dutch 
59 

6 & 1 negro 

33 

about 300 y* I attend as often as I 
can & some hundreds scattered 
about the Country. 
A great many Papists, but the 
Country is so much covered with 
woods, & some hundred miles round 
y' tis impossible to know, but it is 
very much over spread with New 
LightsWhitefield'sFollowers; Cove- 
nanters who receive their Sacra- 
ment with a gun charg r d and drawn 
sword; & profess they'l fight for 
Christ against civil Magistrates— 
the Moravians seem to live in com- 
mon & hold a very odd notion of 
election that those are only sav'd 
who have a drop of Christ's blood 
drop'd into their hearts; they in- 
crease very much for want of proper 
assistance from regular Clergymen 
& some encouragement for their 
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N° of Heathen & In- 
fidela 



N° of converts from 
prophane disorderly 
& unchristian course 
of life to a life of 
purity meekness & 
charity 



Support as it is in Mary Land & 
Virginia ; Mr. Whitefield hast been 
here twice, invited by the Mora- 
vians, but he did not seem to an- 
swer their expectations. The Dutch 
have several odd sects of Religion, 
the Menists that are something re- 
form'd from Jn° of Leyden they 
somewhat resemble y* Quakers for 
they'l bear no arms & have a sort 
of Community. The Dumsslers 
w oh seem in their way of living to 
be much like ye antient Essenes 
amongst y* Jews — they observe y e 
Saturday & have all things in Com- 
mon — there is another sort amongst 
them who have only their Assem- 
blys every full moon. 
Here are less Quakers than in many 
other Countys and but very few 
Indians appear — here are ten 
families of Jews. 

God only knows the heart; but 
here are a great many new ones 
y* frequent our Services and some 
Communicants. 



I am may it please the Society your most obedient Dutiful 
& humble 

Servant, 

Richard Locke. 
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Lancaster foe ye Province 
of Pensylvania June 16"" 1752 
Rev d Sir. 

I could not send a Notitia Parochialis till after Whitsun- 
day tor Reasons wrote you y e eight of November last, 
for as I am an itinerant & thereby have several Congrega- 
tions to attend, I cannot as regularly observe y e Society's 
Instructions as One who has a settled Mission; yet shall 
always endeavour to do my best whilst I have y e Honour to 
be employed in their services. 

I acquainted you after my Arrival at Philadelphia that 
the Members of our Church in y 6 Borough of Lancaster 
sent an Invitation requesting me to make their Town y e 
Chief place of my Residence, which I have hitherto com- 
plied with finding it most Centrical to several vacant Con- 
gregations ; it is where my Predecessor Mr. Locke resided. 
There is a very good Stone Church which will be com- 
pleately finished this Summer, I hope. It would have been 
so before now, but y e want of a Minister discouraged y e 
people, which is a common Case in this province, and I am 
very sorry y 8 Society's Income cannot remedy y 8 Evil. 
There being but one way left of removing (to use y" com- 
mon expression of y e people), such a Famine of y e Word, 
and y* is by sending a Bishop to America. For y 8 Expence 
of going to England from hence, and which is worse, the 
repeated Intimations of y e Society's low Circumstances deter 
many young men from y e attempt & determine them another 
way tho' well disposed towards us, Who I'm persuaded 
would be satisfied with such encouragement as some Con- 
gregations could give y m by voluntary Subscription, as there 
is no legal provision in this province for any I hope y e Hon- 
ourable y e Society well excuse this Digression as it proceeds 
from a zeal for y e Cause in which I am engaged. 

I now acquaint y e Society that I administered y e Sacra- 
ment in this Town on Christmas Day, where were Twenty 
four Commun ts . In 8* John's Ch. Pequay on Easter Sun- 
day, where were Twenty six Comm te . In Bangor Ch. Car- 
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narvon y e 19 th of April where were Twenty seven Comm". 
In Christ's Ch. Huntingdon on Whitsunday, where were 
Twenty two Comm 1 and in Carlisle ye 24 th May, where were 
Eighteen Communicants. This last is a place where they 
have no Church & no Missionary ever was before, so y* I 
was suprised to find so many disposed to our Chh. in a place 
where there never had been any but Dissenting Teachers. 
It stands in y e Western County of ye Province called Cum- 
berland. It is about 50 miles from ye Town of Lancaster, 
having several Rivers to cross, so y* I cannot propose visiting 
them above twice a year, Spring & Fall. In my way to 
Huntingdon I have preached twice in y° County town of 
York called York Town. There are but a few English 
Families in y* Town, its chief Inhabitants being Ger- 
mans. 

I have catechized y e Children in y e different Churches 
I have attended to, & to do them Justice they answered be- 
yond Expectation. And in this Town, in Advent I lectured 
on Sunday afternoons from our Catechism, after examining 
y e Children, and shall continue so to do until I go through 
y e whole. I cannot help observing, there are at present five 
large Counties in different parts of this province in which 
there are not one Chh. Clergyman, & how many more there 
will be in time I cannot determine. It being a province 
daily increasing its Number from different parts of y e "World. 
I have found no Maletreatment from any Denomination 
hitherto, nothing but civility as far as I have been conser- 
vant with any of y m . 

I wrote in my last for some Church Bibles & Prayer 
Books, at least three of each, for y e Churches of Lancaster, 
Carnarvon, & Huntingdon & for some Catechisms to dis- 
tribute among Children. I have received some of y* 
Itinerants' Library from Mr. Lindsay, after a great deal of 
Trouble and Threatening, perhaps an order from you may 
make him produce what is wanting. 

I have now drawn on y e Honb 1 y e Society for J year 
Salary due last X'mas. 
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These with my hearty prayers for y e welfare of every 
Member of your venerable Body come from 
Rev d Sir 

The Soeietys & 

your most obliged 
Humble Serv' 

Geo. Craig. 
Attached to this letter is the " Notitia Parochialis from 
June y e 16 1751 to June y 6 16, 1752," with the " Explana- 
tion" thereto. 
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